NORTHERN RIM OF THE
BOREAL FOREST

CIRCUMNAVIGATION OF THE WESTERN BROOKS RANGE

ON THE NoATAK & KoBuk RI1VERS, ALASKA
UINITED BY A TRANSIT OF THE SCHWATKA MOUNTAINS

212 & 2013

. » T
3 g(-_ : -
|

0Br ooks Ra rlgndra $hans 2 @ il bg Gréy McHuron Noatak and Kobuk crewmember in spirit and memory

(URFA(’

W ILDERNESS R1VER EXPEDITION ART FOUNDATION



NORTHERN Rim OF THE-BOREAL FOREST

m T —
T T

PART ONE: NOATAK RIVER, ALASKA

IUlA.\' 29 - SEPTEMBER 2, 20]2 Noatak Sunrisephota: Rob Mullen

Overview by Rob Mullen

Thisnearly 500 milelbeekf our ney and n e x Rivewd incorposate dlaskatinong stok ofb u k
the Boreal Forest witim artisticcircumnavigation of the western Brooks RangarimeThe two rivers flow
parallel to each other on the north and south slopes&thivatka and Baird Mountgieecompassing the
transitionzonefrom the northern and westernmost extent of the Boreal Forest in North AmArncic tundra.
They both ariseearMt. Igikpak, highest peak in the Schwatka Mountains and Gates of tHéafioctad Park

and empty into the Chukchi $eshort paddle away frdtntzebue Alaska

These conjoined expeditiog@ur first in Alaskagre the 1%and 1% in a seriesf art expeditionsxtending back to
2001 Altogether they provideork, from artiss grounded irexgeriential knowledge of wilderndssa multi

disciplinary exhibition on the Boreal Fotedt;e | ar gest terrestrial ecosyst
remaining wildernesSpecificallyhtese two expeditions will contribute a compelling American comioothent
Boreal Forestxhibit s howcasing its northern e xheingdsevelopeddort he

t he S mi Natisnal Musaum d@fdNatural HistglyMNH) andwill fuseart, science and native perspectives
of theBoreal set within a shared backgraindilderness journeym foot, by snowshoe and especiallyaope

For thousands of years, wilderness travel has been of necessity, central to ¢lxpdnienae of the ecosystem;

and still is. Canoes and snowshoes have made it possible. They are both indigenous inventions inspired by t
the forces that shape the Boreal Forest; water and winter. The Boreal Forest contains most of the liquid fresh
surface water on Earth and with its vast labyrinthine network of wetlands, streams, innumerabkévkise sheend
canoe was to the Boreal Forest what the horse was to the Great Plains. For natives, artists, scientists or recr
adventurers anoe arestill one of the best means of travel and therabégether with the waterways that help
define the ecosystepmgsent a poignantly apt framework for this exhibition.

Goals

1. Artworkfor the NMNH exhibitiorbased on:
a. Firsthand experience oktinansition taBoreal Foredtom Arctic tundras we entered its northern
limit canoeing downriver fromh e Noat akd6s headwaters
b. The entired S 0 u r c estory of thiSAectictivér; from the glaciers of Mt. Igikpak to its
reincarnation in the Chukchi Sth@landscape and wildlife of the changimgronmentss the
rivermatuedon its (and our) journey to tBeean
2. Canosdhe first half of the circumnavigation of the western Brooks Rangeptogieed on the Kobuk
Recon of Angiaak Paegreparation for crossing the Brooks Range to the KobukiiRR@&t3
4. Become familiawith regional resources and potential community partners to facilitate th&kKebuk
expeditiomext yeanyith its greater focus on indigenous residents
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Crews

Mountain Recon Crew:July 29 August 7 (Lucky Six Creek/Noatak Riwgrik Creek
Angiaak Pa¥sipik Creek2 Mile Slough/\
1. Bill Brody, AK/FL & Painterfwww.billbrodyartist.com http:
2. Rob Mullen, V16 Painteiwww.robmuller).com Dustin, Derek & Bill on scree slope
3. Dustin Van Wechel, A& Painterfwww.dustinvanwechel.com
4

Derek Wicks, ON) Painterfwww.derekwick¥.com
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Phototop:Un n a me d gl aci er o ARobNitem s Above RanaramaDastin) Rob & DerekAbove Tupik Creékd Bill Brody

River Crew August 0 September2 (Noatak RlverMIe SIou@Kotzebue gp the Chukchi Sea)

1. -Linda Besse, WA Paintefwww.besseary. com-* - DT

2. Bob Hansen, ON) Canoeistiusician NEN Noase D »

3. Gary McGuffin, ONd Photographeé@anoelst(www qarvandloanlemcqhﬁln cq;m A S
4. Rob Mullen, V16 PaintefCanoeistwww.paintnpaddiestuglio.com .« R S :

5. Sandy Scott, W¥ Sculptorwww.sandyscajt.com N S -

6. Trish Smith, WY Artist/ __ Studio Managéwww.sandyscott.com ‘\.\\ “ ‘ + NS

Gary and Trish, Noatak Rivefiotod Linda Besse)
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Right: Sandy, Gary, Rob, BobAug2%9.2012 h
Phot o: Ri cky Ashby



http://www.billbrodyartist.com/
http://youtu.be/c3IOrQ6RqRs
http://www.robmullen.com/
http://www.dustinvanwechel.com/
http://www.derekwicks.com/
http://www.besseart.com/
http://www.garyandjoaniemcguffin.com/
http://www.paintnpaddlestudio.com/
http://www.sandyscott.com/
http://www.sandyscott.com/

The Expedition

Sunset on the Noatak; Mt. Memelak on righ® Photo: Rob Mullen

Mountain Section; Angiaak Pass Recoruly 298 August 6, 2012
July 29

The mountain recon crew assembled in Fairbanks July 28 and headed for CadtB258t) Miles north on the
Prudhoe Bay haul roéttie Dalton Hwygarly on the 29 We were scheduled to fly into the headwaters of the
Noatak River near Lucky 6 Creek on tie 3@t due to deteriorating weatlar hour after unloading we were
doft with Dirk Nickischof Coyote Aiiin a DeHavilland Beaveks weskimmedthe dramatic mountain landscape,
cloudsbuilt up,wreatlngthe peakamidrain and rainbows

It was raining as we reached the Noatak and the normally clear headwaters were high el firsidfiyvo
gravel bars Dirk usually landed on was flooded, but the second had just enoliglvas@m exciting landing;
for a rear seat view ofptes<Ctrl + clickonthe linkbelow

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7x2WCTceWO8&feature=youtu.be

Dirk suggested trying to cross the rivenediatelpecause it would continusing.We hiked downriver for a
couple ofmileshowever, the current was too deep, fast and cold to alidevaossingnd ve made camp at 10
pm. Shortly thereafter a Grizzly credshe river upstream of (isnoted that he had to swirmtercepihgour
courseheturned to follow it and approached campl hesaw the four of ud/ly long trusted cameraptothis
opportunity to go into its death spirsiter staing a bitthe beautiful cinnamon bearned back upstream

July 30 :
Theriver wagvenhigher in the morning and |

therefore remained unsafe to cross, so we
spent the day on a painting/photography hi
up to a waterfall above cariye all agreed to
each do our own interpretations of the scen
Billds (the first co¢ e
right. The river crested during the day and HgFe-"— 1

hopefully come in with the River Crew and &
cached gear that would not be needed until*#

river trip. Bill sketching the waterfall
Photo: Dustirvan Wechel ONoat ak MBIBwdyf al |



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7x2WCTceWO8&feature=youtu.be

July 31

We crossed the river at a braided section that s
to see the bottom and with a powerful icy current mountmgHihigh, we paid strict attention to all safety
precautions for the crossing. We continued downstream and then started ascending the upstream side of Tuj
Creek (east bank of the Creek; ORI ver @&iicgroninénce e |
with good views up the Tupik Creek valley and back out across the Noatak and Bill and | worked on some sk

Leffabovetnnamed peak we nicknamed o0Mons | nRighmaboueddokingidackaut ontthe Hoateka s e o f

Far left: BillandRobsketching
Photos Dustin Van Wechel

Left: one of the sketchéRob Mullen

August 1
The tundra in this area is very
deceptive. What often looks like
an easy walk across a sheep
pasture (Dalbheep trails are
everywhere, though we only
sawtheanimalghemselves on
the higher slopes), is most
often in fact an obstacle course
of tussocks, brush and
wetlands; footing is usually very
difficult and progress with a
full pack, slow. We crossed
Tupik Creek and ascended on
the west side (¢
relative to Tupik Creek), based
Bill s sketch of a waterfal/l above camp JuOMWN 3Beacdlléctios of the Rob 6 s
ground fom his last hike hera L997. However, this route necessitated traversing several difficult boulder and
scree fields and detouring high around the deep scar of one of the side creeks. The side creeks generally pre
different problem; dense impenetrable thickets of wilidalder. To cross these without having to give up
elevation by descending back to Tuplik, it is necessary to find a game trail, most of which usually passed thro
thickets with ease. In a long day of hiking, made possible by the nearly 24 tytigre,oivdanade the head of
the valley and climbed to the start of Angiaak Pass where we set camp under the hangiag giacaned
peak that we dubb&dMons | nnomi nat umo.



